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Council of the Law Society of England and Wales 
Mark Anderson – Member for Business and Commercial Law (2021-2025) 

Report to Constituents, Spring 2022 

 
 
1. Why am I contacting you?  
I'm contacting you as you are one of the members of a new constituency of the Council of the Law 
Society of England and Wales, called Business and Commercial Law. I was elected as your Council 
member for a 4-year term starting in October 2021. 
 
I’m planning to contact you every six months to tell you what is happening at the Law Society and 
how I am representing the interests of business and commercial solicitors. I’m happy to interact with 
you more frequently, but you would have to let me know that you want to do so. Please email me at 
mark@andlaw.eu if this is of interest. 
 
Some of you may be thinking, why should you care about what the Law Society does – isn’t it largely 
irrelevant to commercial law practice? If that is your view, I hope to persuade you that the Law 
Society is important to solicitors in all areas of practice, and that we should focus on making it more 
relevant. 
 
2. What is the constituency, and who am I?  
Last year, the Law Society increased the number of practice-based constituencies (as distinct from 
geographical constituencies). The new constituencies include Business and Commercial Law, and 
Major Corporate. Business and Commercial Law is defined broadly, and includes for example 
practitioners in the field of IP or tax. A complete list of constituencies, with profiles of the relevant 
Council members, appears here. 
 
My background: I have been a practising commercial lawyer continuously since 1984. After time 
spent in-house and at a specialist, London IP firm, Bristows, I set up my own commercial/IP firm in 
1994. I was a sole practitioner until 2011 when I converted my firm to an LLP. Anderson Law LLP now 
has 5 partners and 15 other staff. We are recommended by Chambers as national leaders in IP law 
and in life-science transactions. I have written several practitioner textbooks, and run training 
courses on IP and contract law subjects at UCL. 
 
I write a weekly blog on topics of interest to commercial and IP solicitors, 
www.ipdraughts.wordpress.com, which has been viewed over one million times. It discusses 
practice issues, legal developments, including recent case law, and policy matters. I have recently 
created a new page on that blog, Law Society Business, on which I plan to collate articles and papers 
on that topic. 
 
3. My initial impressions of the Law Society Council and its officers.  
The Law Society is not entirely new to me, as I was Chair of its IP Law Committee from 2015-18. I 
came to the role of Council member with an impression that the Society is focussed more on non-
commercial than commercial areas of practice, and perhaps a bit set in its ways. 
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I’ve discovered a Society that recognises that its membership has changed and now includes many 
more commercial solicitors, both in private practice and in-house. A statistic that is much quoted is 
that 24% of the membership now works in-house. Steps have been taken to increase the number of 
Council members who represent commercial practice. 
 
But there is still much about the Council and its activities that feels, for want of a better phrase, 
more high-street than commercial. By making constructive contributions to debates and work 
programmes (see further below), those of us who practise in the commercial field can bring 
commercial practice closer to the centre of the Society’s thinking. But it won’t be an overnight 
change. You can help it to happen by supporting and engaging with your commercially-focussed 
Council members. 
 
4. What have I been doing as a Council member? 
Since becoming a Council member, I have been trying to learn as much as possible about how the 
Law Society works and how I might influence it. Specific actions have included: 
(a) Attending meetings of all the main policy committees that are broadly in the field of commercial 

law, including those concerned with company law, tax law, employment law, IP law, and 
technology and the law. I have asked them about their priorities and offered to help if I can with 
interactions with the Law Society machine. My impression is that no other Council member has 
done this. 

(b) Writing a 2,500-word paper Developing a Role for the Law Society in the Mid-Twenty-First 
Century. Again, this seems to be an unusual activity for a Council member. The paper invites 
Council members to think about how the role of solicitors will evolve over the next 20 years, and 
what the role of the Law Society should be. One of its themes is that we should focus on what 
unites solicitors across different areas of practice. Put another way, we should focus on 
developing and promoting the core values of solicitors – trust, integrity, independence, 
excellence, fairness, etc. I have had some interesting conversations with Council members who 
have read the paper. 

(c) Speaking at the recent annual strategy day of the Council, and putting forward suggestions on 
making the Law Society more relevant to commercial practitioners.  

(d) Volunteering for an ad hoc committee that came up with a new vision statement for the Law 
Society for the next 3 years. 

(e) Making contact with other Council members who either represent commercial constituencies or 
practise in the commercial field. I have been pleasantly surprised to discover that many of the 
younger members of Council work in the commercial field, though this is not always obvious 
from the names of the constituencies that they represent. 

 
This is all in addition to the day-to-day work of a Council member, which involves attending Council 
meetings (including several hundred pages of pre-reading), and considering and commenting on 
issues that are brought to the Council by the officers. Recently, we have considered a wide range of 
topics, including strategy, budgets, practising fees, changes in leadership, relations with regulators, 
competitive threats, and what the priorities for the Society should be. 
 
5. What do I hope to achieve? 
As solicitors, we need a body that represents us on the national and international stage. But that 
representation must be relevant to the membership as a whole. The Law Society does some things 
very well, but it needs to engage more with its members and demonstrate that it is doing what the 
membership wants. I hope to focus minds on this issue and to ensure that the Law Society improves 
its engagement with members. 
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More generally, I would like to see the Law Society bringing solicitors together with a sense of 
common professional purpose; helping them throughout their careers; and adapting to the ways in 
which the profession is evolving and likely to evolve over the next generation. 
 
I would like us to revisit the relationship between the Society and its regulators, when the time is 
right. 15 years ago, the Legal Services Act fundamentally changed how the Society worked, reducing 
its practical role to representation. In my view, too much was delegated to the SRA, including 
education, ethics, and other aspects of practice (eg advertising of prices) that are not strictly 
concerned with complaints and disciplinary action. The SRA is overreaching into areas that reduce 
the ability of solicitors to compete with other legal service providers. While I would like the Law 
Society to recover some of these areas of activity, I am also conscious that there are significant risks 
associated with changing the status quo – “be careful what you wish for”. This is a complex subject, 
which requires careful thought and political astuteness. 
 
Please let me know your thoughts on how we can make the Law Society work better for us all. 
 
Mark Anderson 
Direct line: 01865 859 001 
mark@andlaw.eu   
 
 
 


